Background: Over the last 2 years, there has been considerable attention focused on the potential cancer risks from medical imaging procedures, particularly with the widespread use of multislice CT. Almost all studies rely upon the BEIR VII report (Biological Effects of Ionizing Radiation panel formed under the auspices of the National Academy of Sciences) to generate an estimate of the risk of cancer from a given procedure. In doing so, most studies treat the BEIR VII report as a solid basis of scientific evidence for estimation of cancer risk. In reality, a close reading of this report shows that there are a large number of assumptions inherent in all aspects of the estimates of cancer risk -a fact that is often and clearly stated in the report.
